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Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In the Office Action mailed October 1, 2004, the Examiner has required restriction 
between the following five inventions: 

I. Claims 2 and 3, drawn to specifics of the solid immersion lens; 

II. Claims 6-8, drawn to a microfluidic chip with lens; 

III. Claim 9, drawn to a photo collection system with lens; 

IV. Claims 4 and 5, drawn to a microscope with lens; and 

V. Claim 10, drawn to an imaging method. 

The Examiner further contends that the application contains claims directed to the 
following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention, 
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A. device as shown in Fig. 1; 

B. device as shown in Fig. 7; 

C. device as shown in Fig. 17; 

D. device shown in Fig. 28C; and 

E. device shown in Fig. 29. 

Applicants hereby provisionally elect the invention of Group I, claims 2 and 3 and 
further elect species E which is defined by Figure 29 for further prosecution on the merits (claim 1 
being a linking claim). Applicants submit that claims 1-3 are readable on the elected Invention 
(Group I) and species E and therefore, claims 1-3 should be examined. 

Applicants hereby reserve the right to continue prosecution of the non-elected claims in a 
divisional application. 



It is believed that the present communication is fully responsive to the outstanding 



Office Action. 
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